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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 8 March - Dio Swimming 

 9 March - Catholic Deb Ball 

  20 March - 2019 Enrolment Night 

 21 March - P & F Meeting  

 21 - 23 March - Year 9 Camp 

 3 - 5 April - Year 12 Half Yearly Exams 

 9 - 12 April - Warraymalaya Retreat 

 10 - 13 April - Year 12 Retreat 

 11 April - Yr 7 Parent Teacher Interviews 

 13 April - Cross Country & Pink Stumps Day 

 13 April - Last Day Term 1  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
REFLECTION 

“I see the sanctity of God’s people, this daily sanctity. There is a ‘holy 

middle class’ which we can all be part of.” 

Pope Francis 

 

Dear Parents, Teachers, Students and Friends, 

2018 is off to a frantic start as always. We began the year by celebrating our HSC re-

sults from last year with five students achieving nine Band 6’s between them and An-

nerley Fitzsimmons achieving an ATAR of 93.45 and winning the honour of being 

named St Mary’s College Dux for 2018.   

However, the results are more than just about the high achievers. The comprehensive 

HSC Report shows that, taken as an overall average, St Mary’s students achieved 

above State Average for the first time since 2006. And when compared with other sim-

ilar students across all Catholic schools in NSW they achieved above State Average 

for the first time since this data has been collected, which began in the year 2000. 

This is very encouraging for the staff, students and parents of St Mary’s. T 

he College has introduced significant changes over the last two years in the way 

teachers teach and improving the Learning Culture amongst the students. Most stu-

dents now realise that school is about learning and working hard to improve the quali-

ty of our learning is what is going to lead them to a happy and productive future.   

There has been a significant change announced last week to the literacy requirements 

for students striving for a Higher School Certificate. This requirement will no longer be 

linked to achieving a Band 8 at Year 9 NAPLAN as was going to be the case for our 

current Year 10 and subsequent students. I refer you to the full article in this        

newsletter. 

“When you pray, go to your private room and, when you have 

shut the door, pray to your Father who is in that secret place.” 

Mt 6:5 

Max Quirk  

Principal  

ST MARY’S CELEBRATE 
HSC SUCCESS 
The Year 12 class of 2017 enjoyed 

great success in the HSC with nine 

Band 6’s being achieved.  These 

achievements were recognised at 

the first assembly for the year with 

the awarding of the “Mercy Medal-

lion”: 

 Annerley Fitzsimmons - Music 

1, PDHPE, Senior Science, 

Studies of Religion I 

 Carla Douglas - Music 1 

 Whitney Mansfield - Modern 

History, Studies of Religion I 

 Krystal Jauja - PDHPE 

 Chloe Zelinski - PDHPE, Stud-

ies of Religion I 

College Dux  - Annerley Fitzsim-

mons with an ATAR of 93.45 

Annerley Fitzsimmons, Carla Douglas,  

Whitney Mansfield, Krystal Jauja (Absent Chloe Zelinski) 



“Thank you, Lord, for the grace that comes with 
Confession! Give me greater confidence in your mercy and 

love.” 

RELIGION 

 

Project Compassion: 

Every year, St Mary’s participates in the Lenten fundraising campaign 

Project Compassion. Project Compassion raises money for 

underprivileged people living throughout the world, including in Australia, 

who experience hardship. The theme for Project Compassion 2018 is ‘For 

A Just Future’ and it will focus on equipping individuals and communities 

with long term skills to assist themselves and one another. Information 

about the stories and people of Project Compassion  

2018 can be found at the following website: 

 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  

St Mary’s has always supported Project Compassion with enthusiasm, and 

we expect 2018 to be no different. This year marks the Year of Youth in 

the Catholic Church – a year to celebrate all that our young people can 

offer to their faith and the community. Project Compassion 2018 focuses 

on the stories of a range of young people living around the world, and how 

your donations help them. It gives our students a chance to reflect on the 

blessings of their own lives and make an active change in the lives of 

others.  

 

 

 

 

In coming weeks, students will participate in a range of fundraising events 

at school, including: 

an Easter egg raffle  lolly bag sales  

bake sales    pizza days 

Breakfast BBQs   out of uniform day 

  

Information about each year groups fundraising will be passed on by the 

Year Supervisor.  

As well as this, all students received a Project Compassion donation box to 

take home. Students can keep the box throughout Lent and when they 

have raised what they can, will drop it to the Front Office or their RE 

teachers.  

Finally, we have an online fundraising forum this year at St Mary’s College. 

Simply access the link below to donate the amount of your choice and a 

tax receipt will be emailed to you: 

https://fundraise.caritas.org.au/fundraisers/St-Mary--s-College--Gunnedah  
St Mary’s College is regularly recognised as one of the top fundraising 

schools in the Armidale Diocese, it would be wonderful to continue this 

tradition!  

  2 

UNIFORM SHOP 

CHANGE OF HOURS 

THE ST MARY’S 
UNIFORM SHOP HAS 
CHANGED IT’S HOURS 

NOW OPEN: 

WED 1PM-4PM 

THURSDAY 1PM-4PM 

DURING SCHOOL 
TERMS 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
https://fundraise.caritas.org.au/fundraisers/St-Mary--s-College--Gunnedah


LIBRARY NEWS 

We have started the year off with some new displays in the library. The 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Resource Area has put up some of 
the artwork done in lunchtimes last year which makes for an amazing bor-
der for their notice board. 
 
We also wrapped books in brown paper so students had a “Blind date” 
with a book, starting on Valentine’s Day. This helps students expand the 
type of genre that they might read. They have to read at least two chapters 
and if after that, they do not like the book, then they can return it. We have 
only had one come back to us!  
 
We will be starting lunchtime activities in the form of Make A Space once 
the weather cools down a little because at present, the library is full to the 
brim as it is cool compared to the outside temperature. 

Our preferred method of 

payment is  (pronounced 

 by 

secure and easy way to order 

and pay for 

your phone at a time and 

place that suits  
 
With Qkr you  

 

and 

 

For quicker, hassel-free school  
payments, try Qkr! Today. 

 

QKR! 
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SCHOOL FEES 
 

You should have received your first instalment of fees for 2018.  If you re-

ceived yours via post can you please contact Reception with your email ad-

dress to enable us to email you important information.  If you are paying via 

direct deposit, please use your surname and account number as a reference.  

Any issues please contact Benita via finance@stmaryscollege.nsw.edu.au or 

6742 2124. 



Some Year 11 St Mary’s students 
were able to experience Summer 
School programs during the 
holidays. Here is what they had to 
say……. 
 
 
Jack Randall - A long, long, time 
ago (in the school holidays) in a 
town far, far, away (Newcastle) I 
attended a scientific summer school 
hosted by CSIRO and the 
University of Newcastle. The school 
is run for Aboriginal/Torres Strait 
students who are interested in the 
Science, Maths and Engineering 
fields. We were given access to 
advanced machinery for testing 
water samples in the labs at the 
university and were shown the 
CSIRO solar labs and farm (the 
third largest in the world.) We also 
learnt a lot about aboriginal culture 
participating in dance, fire lighting 
and didgeridoo playing. We toured 
the Newcastle coastline and the 
radar towers.  We spent 8 nights at 
the university campus and every 
night was filled with entertainment, 
dinners, trivia night and we got to 
meet and greet professionals.  I 
made some great friends and had 
an enjoyable time. Over the last two 
days we were put into groups, my 
group being the H2GO group. We 
researched and presented a 
presentation to staff and our 
families. I would recommend this 
program to anyone that had the 
opportunity. 
 
 
 
 

Kira Goodhew - In the school 
holidays I attended a summer 
school hosted by the University of 
Sydney. Throughout the week I 
participated in a range of activities 
conducted within the natural 
science faculty. I visited the 
veterinary clinic where we were 
informed about the inner workings 
of their facility and visited the 
physics and chemistry labs. I was 
able to participate in numerous 
practical activities such as 
identifying bugs in pond water. 
During the five nights I was there, 
there was a night time activity which 
provided a great opportunity to 
meet new people. All in all it was a 
great experience that I thoroughly 
enjoyed. 
 
Hannah Bennett - Towards the 
end of the school holidays, I 
participated in a summer school 
through the University of Sydney. I 
was part of the humanities and law 
department and underwent a 
number of activities that opened up 
a myriad of opportunities for me. I 
thoroughly enjoyed my experience, 
especially in visiting the high court 
where I had the opportunity to 
witness live court trials and spoke to 
a magistrate. I came to an 
understanding of what university life 
was like and would highly 
recommend this experience to 
anyone interested in attending 
university after high school. I would 
like to thank everyone who opened 
up this unique opportunity for me 
and supported me throughout the 
trip. 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
CHLOE! 

 
Chloe Devine of Year 10 is one 
of 11 girls aged between 14 
and 17 selected to be part of 
Girl Guides NSW & ACT Girl 
Advisory Panel (GAP) which 
involves a 12 month  
commitment from her and 
includes two face to face 
weekends in Sydney and a 
number of teleconferences. 
Being selected as a member 
of the Girl Advisory Panel Chloe 
will represent her peers and be 
able to have a say about the 
future of Girl Guides at a State 
level. 
 
 
GAP will also give Chloe the 
opportunity to develop her 
advocacy and leadership skills 
and allow her to contribute to 
decision-making processes in 
Guiding. GAP supports girls to 
become responsible and 
confident advocates, ensuring 
that girls are front and centre of 
Guiding. This is a big 
achievement for Chloe and she 
is looking forward to the next 12 
months. 
 



“She is a credit to our College, Congratulations  
Emmerson!” 

On Saturday 17th February, Year 12 student Emmerson Tull travelled to 
Walcha to compete in the 2018 Rotary Districts Public Speaking final. 
Emmerson was 1 of 8 competitors that successfully qualified for the District 
final, having won the Cluster round.  
 
Emmerson presented a 5 minute speech on ‘The Balance of Rights and 
Responsibilities’ and was praised for her excellent public speaking skills 
and well researched topic. Later in the day, she competed in the 2 minute 
impromptu speaking section and spoke with confidence on the topic ‘How 
will language change in Australia in the next decade?’  
 
Although Emmerson narrowly missed out on winning the competition, she 
made it further in the finals rounds than any St Mary’s student in a number 
of years. She conducted herself flawlessly throughout the day, speaking 
with eloquence and ensuring St Mary’s was well represented.  

 

ROTARY PUBLIC SPEAKING 

SPORTS NEWS 
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Swimming 
There will be no St Mary’s College Swimming Carnival in first term this 
year due to the renovations taking place at the Gunnedah Pool. Hopefully, 
the renovations will be completed in time for us to hold our Swimming Car-
nival late in Term 4. 
 
The Armidale Diocesan Swimming Selection Trials will be held in Moree on 
Thursday 8th March 2018. Students interested in attending these trials 
have been given further information about the event and the permission 
note should be completed and returned by Tuesday 6th March. If there are 
any other students wishing to be involved please see Mr Kennedy urgently. 
 
House Sports 
With the possibility of there being no College Swimming Carnival it is 
hoped that there will be several lunchtime sporting competitions taking 
place this year with teams organised by House groups. Students are asked 
to watch and listen for further announcements once the weather has 
cooled down enough to allow for lunchtime sport to commence. 
 
Representative Sport 
Details of most representative sport can be found at the Catholic Schools 
Sport Services website www.csss.nsw.edu.au For most team sports stu-
dents will join school teams to attend Armidale Diocesan selection trials 
while in some other sports students will need to nominate via this website 
and travel to NSWCCC selection trials. Information on how to complete 
online registrations is included with this newsletter. All enquiries about 
Sport should be directed to Mr Kennedy. 

IMPORTANT 
SPORT DATES 

 
Term 1 Sport Dates 
 
Monday 5th March NSWCCC Tennis 
 Parramatta 
 
Thursday 8th March Dio Swimming 
Moree 
 
Wednesday 14th March Dio U15 
Rugby League Tamworth 
 
Thursday 15th March AFL Gala Day 
Armidale 

 
Friday 16th March Western 
NSWCCC Football Bathurst 
 
Friday 23rd March Dio Touch 
Inverell 
 
Friday 6th April NSWCCC Swimming 
Homebush 
 
Wednesday 11th April Northern 
NSWCCC Rugby League Smithtown 
 
Friday 13th April St Mary’s College 
Cross  
Country 
 
Friday 13th April St Mary’s College 
Pink Stumps Cricket 

http://www.csss.nsw.edu.au/


CAREERS CHAT 
University Roadshow 

The University Roadshow (conducted by the University of New England, Charles Sturt 

University & Southern Cross) is being held on Thursday, 1st March in the St Mary’s Col-

lege Library. Information will be provided on the application process, university life, early 

entry schemes, scholarships, costs & accommodation. Year 12 students will be attending.  

2018 Health Careers Forum 

The University Of Newcastle Department of Rural Health is conducting its annu-

al Health Careers Forum for students in Years 10, 11 and 12 students who are interested 

in a career as a health professional. This will be conducted at the Tamworth Education 

Centre on Tuesday, 6
th
 March from 9.30am to 11.30am. The forum includes presentations 

and workshops  by academics, clinicians and current UONDRH students 

from health disciplines including; Medicine, Nutrition & Dietetics, Physiotherapy, Medical 

Research, Occupational Therapy, Pharmacy, Mental Health, Medical Radiation Science, 

Nursing and Speech Pathology. This is a very valuable experience for students interested 

in these career paths. 

Whitecard Course 
 
There will be a Whitecard course (Prepare to work safely in the Construction Industry)  
being conducted at the Gunnedah Community College on Wednesday, 7th March from 
9am - 4pm. Cost is $145. For more information please contact Mrs Mooney. 
 

Gunnedah Community Scholarship 

A number of our St Mary’s College students were successful in securing a Gunnedah 

Community Scholarship. These scholarships are for those local students wishing to pursue 

tertiary studies in 2018.  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Thursday, 1
st
 March   University Roadshow visit (Yr 12) 

Tuesday, 6
th
 March   Health Careers Forum (Interested Yr  

  10, 11 & 12 students) 

Thursday, 15
th
 March   Footnotes visit (Yr 11) 

Wednesday, 16
th
 May   Regional Careers Expo (Tamworth) 

Thursday, 7
th
 June   Tamworth Agricultural Careers Expo  

  at Farrer 

                   www.tamworthagriculturalcareersexpo.com.au 

Friday, 1st June   Registrations for UMAT close   

  (Undergraduate Medical and Health  

   Sciences admission test) 

   https://umat.acer.edu.au/register 

Monday, 25
th
 June - Friday, 29

th
 June  Year 10 Work Experience 

Wednesday, 25
th
 July   UMAT Examination 

CHANGE TO THE HSC 
MINIMUM LITERACY AND 
NUMERACY STANDARD 

The Minister for Education today 

announced that Year 9 NAPLAN 

tests will no longer be available as 

an early way for students to 

demonstrate the minimum standard 

of literacy and numeracy needed to 

receive the HSC from 2020. This 

change has been made to ensure 

NAPLAN remains focussed on its 

diagnostic purpose and to reduce 

unnecessary stress on young 

people. The NSW Government 

remains committed to requiring 

students to demonstrate a 

minimum standard of literacy and 

numeracy to receive the HSC due 

to the importance of literacy and 

numeracy skills for success in 

everyday life. The minimum 

standard is set at level 3 of the 

Australian Core Skills Framework 

(ACSF), which requires students to 

have the skills to complete tasks 

such as: 

 following safety instructions in 

equipment manuals; 

 understanding a mobile phone 

plan; and 

 writing a job application. 

Students will show they meet the 

HSC minimum standard by passing 

online tests, which are available for 

them to sit when they are ready in 

Year 10, 11 or 12 and after the 

HSC.  The first minimum standard 

online test period opened on 19 

February. 

 

NAPLAN 2017 test results 

 
Current Year 10 students, who 

achieved a Band 8 or above in one 

or more of the 2017 Year 9 

NAPLAN reading, writing or 

numeracy tests are recognised as 

having met the HSC minimum 

standard in that area/s and will not 

need to sit the corresponding online 

test/s. 

http://www.tamworthagriculturalcareersexpo.com.au
https://umat.acer.edu.au/register



























