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Mission Statement 
 
 
 

The members of the community of 

 St Mary's College will strive to provide  

a caring and stimulating environment  

for a holistic education of high quality  

for all of the College's students,  

in the Catholic and Mercy traditions. 

 

 

 
Contact Details 

 
Address:                151 Bloomfield Street, Gunnedah 

Postal Address:          PO Box 730, Gunnedah NSW 2380 

Phone:    (02) 6742  2124 

Fax:     (02) 6742  0188 

Office Hours:    8:30am ï 3:45pm 
 

Email:                reception@stmaryscollege.nsw.edu.au 

Website:    www.stmaryscollege.nsw.edu.au 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stmaryscollege.nsw.edu.au/
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A Message from the Principal 
 

 
St Maryôs Catholic College prides itself as being a place of Faith and of Learning. St Maryôs 
provides a learning environment that is safe, caring and respectful of individual differences 
while challenging all students to perform at their potential in all their endeavours. The faith 
aspect of the school is an important part of everyday life and is based on the life and teachings 
of Jesus Christ as found in the Gospel. 
  
In recent years there have been many new initiatives to enhance the academic achievements 
of the students. The results from the 2017 HSC were particularly pleasing with five students 
achieving a total of nine Band 6ôs and Annerley Fitzsimmons being named College Dux with 
an ATAR of 93.45. The overall HSC results from Year 12 last year were above state average 
and also above the expected learning as determined by the DeCourcy HSC results analysis 
program.  
 
An analysis of NAPLAN data also shows that the growth achieved by St Maryôs students from 
Year 7 to Year 9 is consistently above state average and has been recently recognised by 
ACARA for achieving growth in Year 9 which is significantly above state average in Reading, 
Grammar and Spelling. 
  
In 2018 the school has introduced further initiatives to build on this success. Literacy Blocks 
have been introduced into Years 7, 8 and 9 where every student has two periods per week 
engaged in activities specifically designed to improve their literacy skills. Since much of our 
learning comes from reading and much of our assessment require writing, this strategy will 
enhance and improve student learning across all curriculum areas. Each student also has one 
period per week specifically on improving their numeracy skills. 
 
Another area of improvement this year is focusing on reviewing and improving the Collegeôs 
behaviour management strategies, systems and processes. A new position on staff has been 
introduced, Coordinator of Pastoral Care and Wellbeing, and the College is reimaging its 
Restorative Practices Framework to meet the needs of our school and in particular, to 
enhance the St Maryôs Fifth Pillar of Respect - Respect for the Learning Environment in the 
College. 
 
St Maryôs is an inclusive College and welcomes enrolments from families who share our 
commitment to Faith and Learning. 
 

 

 

Max Quirk 

Principal 
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General Information  
 

 

St Maryôs College Gunnedah is a Catholic co-educational secondary school serving the 

Gunnedah region in North-West NSW. St Maryôs provides a holistic Catholic education in a 

caring and stimulating environment following the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy who founded 

the College in 1879. 

St Maryôs College Gunnedah has always had a strong academic focus with many students 

progressing to university studies. An active Vocational Educational and Training program has 

also provided students with a successful pathway into apprenticeships and traineeships. 

Cultural pursuits have always been a part of St Maryôs College and the band and choir prove 

very popular with students and parents. A comprehensive sporting program provides students 

with an opportunity to excel, representing the College at Combined Catholic Colleges (CCC) 

and State levels. 

With an enrolment of around 370 students, St Maryôs is able to offer a wide range of subjects 

in a professional and caring learning environment whilst fostering quality relationships between 

students, staff and parents. 

St Maryô College has a dedicated staff of teachers supported by an administration staff and 

educational assistants. There is a vast wealth of experience and enthusiasm among the staff 

who are committed to the Collegeôs mission and Annual Improvement Plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students at work in the College Library 
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St Mary̦s is a Catholic College 

 
As a Catholic school, St Maryôs College has a commitment to proclaim the Gospel and promote 
the teachings and practices of the Catholic tradition. 
 

¶ Religious Education courses are compulsory from Year 7 to Year 12. 

¶ Students attend whole school and Year Level Masses and liturgies. 

¶ Students participate in Reflection Days and Retreats. 

¶ Prayer is part of the daily routine. 

¶ Catholic principles and values are to be known, understood and articulated by teachers, 
parents and students. 

¶ The pastoral care program recognises that each student is ñmade in the image and 
likeness of God.ò  Every student is supported in building a positive self-image and 
challenged to aim at achieving his or her full human and spiritual potential.   

¶ Students are encouraged to develop a conscious commitment to Social Justice through 
the Religious Education curriculum and through the Collegeôs charitable works program. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 

All students are expected to participate fully in the Religious Education program provided by 

the College. 

 

The College promotes Catholic principles and values and the belief in a loving and caring God. 
Students and families are accepted on the basis that they agree to support the Catholic 
character of our school. 
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Resources and Facilities 
 

 
A number of building programs, have provided St Maryôs with modern, well equipped facilities 

which include: 

 

¶ Industrial Arts room ï with an emphasis on woodwork  

¶ Five computer rooms, a Graphics room and three sets of mobile laptops 

¶ Class sets of mobile iPads 

¶ Wireless internet access available throughout the school 

¶ All classrooms are fitted with air conditioning and with either interactive whiteboards or 
touch screen TVôs 

¶ Food Technology Laboratory 

¶ Textile and Design room 

¶ Two spacious Visual Arts rooms 

¶ Music facility with practice rooms 

¶ Library and Resource Centre 

¶ Four modern science laboratories 

¶ A Language Laboratory 

¶ Modern canteen, serving healthy food 

¶ Two Agriculture plots 

¶ Tennis courts 

¶ Access to sports oval and basketball courts (Kitchener Park) 

¶ Counselling room 

¶ Landscaped grounds, a pleasant and well maintained environment for learning 
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Staff 
 
 

The College Executive:                 Principal - Mr Max Quirk 

                                                         Assistant Principal - Mrs Catherine Martin 

                                                         Religious Education Coordinator - Mrs Sandra Garnett 

 

Parish Priest:                                     Fr John McHugh  

 

Leaders of Learning have responsibility for the learning areas of English, Mathematics, Science, 

Religious Education, Technological and Applied Studies and Creative Arts (TASCA), Personal 

Development, Health and Physical Education (PDHPE) and Human Society and its Environment 

(HSIE). There are also coordinators for Curriculum Support, Vocational Education and Training and 

also Sport. 

 

A Leader of Pedagogy has been introduced to focus on school improvement in teaching and learning. 

 

A Pastoral Care and Wellbeing Leader has been introduced. 

 

A Faith Formation and Prayer Leader has also been introduced to the College. 

    

Year Supervisors are responsible for each year level.  The Year Supervisor takes a special interest in 

the welfare of all students in their year level and are usually the first point of contact for pastoral issues 

between parents and school.  The Year Supervisor is the teacher that students would see if they have 

difficulties or problems and is the most likely teacher to contact parents if there are overall behaviour 

concerns.   

 

There is a Student Support Unit comprising a Literacy /Numeracy teacher, Student Support Teachers, 

an Indigenous Focus Teacher, Educational Assistants and an Aboriginal Education Assistant. 

 

Centacare provides a Student Counselling service at the College.  Students can be referred to the 

counsellor by staff, with parental consent.  In certain circumstances, students can refer themselves. 

 

 

  

Mr Max Quirk 
Principal 

 

Mrs Catherine Martin 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs Sandra Garnett 
Religious Education 

Coordinator 



Parent Information and Subject Booklet 
 

 

 

 
Page 10 

 
  

Parent Involvement 
 
 
Parents are encouraged to take an active role in the school. 
 

¶ School Advisory Council ï provides advice to the Principal and Parish Priest on 

matters such as policies, finance, building and maintenance.   

¶ Parents & Friends Association ï all parents are invited to take an active role in the 

Gunnedah Catholic Schools P&F.  The P&F meets monthly, at 6:30 pm on the third 

Wednesday of each month.  The P&F organises a range of activities and raises 

supplementary funds for St Maryôs College and St Xavierôs Primary School.   

¶ Sport ï there is sometimes the call for parents to be involved in sports coaching or as 

officials at college sporting events.  Parents are very welcome to attend college sport 

carnivals. 

¶ Parent Information Meetings - parents are encouraged to attend information meetings 

held at critical times during the year. 

¶ Parent-Teacher Interviews ï parents are encouraged to attend parent-teacher 

interviews.   

 

Year 7 Parent-Teacher Interviews are held after the Term 1 Interim Reports to allow 

parents to meet with teachers to discuss student progress.  Year 11 and 12 Parent-

Teacher interviews are held after the Term 2 reports.  Early in Term 3, Parent-Teacher 

Interviews are held for Years 7 to 10.  After the Term 4 reports, there is the opportunity 

for parents to make appointments for interviews with teachers on request. 
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Communication 
 
 
Communication is the key to building strong relationships between home and school. Parents 

are welcome to phone or email the school regarding any matters or concerns.  All staff emails 

are available on the College website for your convenience.  For academic matters please 

contact the studentôs subject teacher.  For pastoral matters please contact the Year Supervisor. 

  

¶ Information can be found on the College website or the College Facebook page.  

¶ The College Newsletter is published regularly.  It is emailed to each family or paper 

copies are available on request. 

¶ The Namoi Valley Independent has a regular contribution from St Maryôs College.  

¶ Years 7 to 10 Reports are issued       -   Interim Reports at the end of Term 1 

-   At the end of Term 2 

-   At the end of Term 4 

¶ Years 11 and 12 reports are issued in Term 2 and at the end of Term 3. 

 

Notes are requested from parents in the following circumstances: 

 

(a) Absence through illness or other reason; 

(b) If your child arrives at school after 8:45am; 

(c) To the Mentor teacher if your child needs to leave the school during the day for any 

reason 

(d) To the Mentor teacher if there is a temporary difficulty with uniform 

 

A reply to an SMS message from the College or a parental note is sufficient to explain 

Absences of less than 5 days. 

 

Absences for 5 days or more require an application to the Principal for ñExemption from Schoolò 

or an application for ñLeaveò. 

 

Absences for extended illness require a medical certificate.  All absences are subject to 

Principalôs approval. 

 

The College use the Qkr! App for the following: 

¶ Excursion permission notes and payment (if required) 

¶ Canteen orders 

¶ School fee payment 

¶ Uniform Shop orders 
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Curriculum  
 
 

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), in collaboration 

with states and territories, has developed an agreed Australian curriculum for English, 

Mathematics, Science and History.   The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) is 

responsible for developing syllabuses to be taught in New South Wales schools, from 

Kindergarten through to Year 12. 

 

NESA has developed new NSW Kï10 syllabuses for English, Mathematics, Science (including 

Science and Technology Kï6) and History, incorporating the Australian curriculum. Phased 

implementation of the new syllabuses began in 2014. Many features of the new Kï10 English, 

Mathematics, Science (incorporating Science and Technology Kï6) and History syllabuses are 

retained. Literacy and numeracy remain important areas of focus in the new curriculum. 

 

The Australian syllabuses identify essential knowledge, understanding, skills, values and 

attitudes that students are expected to develop in each learning area. They are designed to 

provide flexibility for teachers to develop their teaching and learning programs to meet the 

needs of their students.  Information for parents is available on the NESA website. 
 

The Higher School Certificate (HSC) 
The Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the highest educational award in New South Wales 

schools. It is awarded to students who successfully complete Years 11 and 12 in New South 

Wales. The HSC is an internationally recognised credential that provides a foundation for 

students entering tertiary study, vocational training or employment. 

 

Record of School Achievement (RoSA) 
Eligible students who leave school before receiving their Higher School Certificate (HSC) will 
receive the NSW Record of School Achievement (RoSA).  The RoSA is a cumulative credential 
in that it allows students to accumulate their academic results until they leave school. It 
includes the subjects studied and grades achieved during Years 10 and 11. 
 

NAPLAN 
Students in Years 7 and 9 sit for the National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) test in May each year. The assessments are an opportunity for students to 
demonstrate what they have learned in class.   For students in Years 7 and 9, there are five 
tests including two tests in numeracy ï a calculator allowed test and a non-calculator test. 
 
The results provide information about student achievement that can be used to inform teaching 
and learning programs. NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information regarding student 
progress in literacy and numeracy and are intended to complement the wide range of formal 
and informal assessments that are already conducted in schools. NAPLAN test results are not 
intended to be used in isolation from other school-based assessment programs.  In 2018 the 
College will be completing the testing online. 
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The College Curriculum 
 
The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) divides the secondary curriculum up into eight Key 
Learning Areas (KLAs) ï English, Mathematics, Science, Human Society & Its Environment (HSIE), 
Personal Development, Health & Physical Education (PDHPE), Creative Arts, Technological and 
Applied Studies (TAS) and Languages.  In addition, the College as a Catholic school has a program of 
Religious Education from Year 7 to Year 12. 
 
Students in Year 7 study Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, History, Geography, 

PDHPE, Visual Arts, Music and Mandatory Technology.   Students in Year 8 study the same subjects 

as in Year 7, with the addition of Languages (Chinese). 

 

Students in Years 9 and 10 study Religious Education, English, Mathematics, Science, Australian 
History, Australian Geography and PDHPE.  The students have a choice of two elective subjects. The 
choice of subjects may vary from year to year but will generally include the following: 
 
 

Agriculture Information and Software Technology (IST) 

Ceramics iSTEM 

Child Studies Music 

Commerce Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS) 

Food Technology Textiles 

History  Visual Arts 

Industrial Technology (Wood)  

 

 

In Years 11 and 12 the only mandatory subjects are Studies of Religion or Catholic Studies and 2 Units 

of English.  Students are required to complete at least 12 units of study Year 11 and at least 10 units 

in their HSC year, which begins in Term 4 of Year 11.  Other courses are selected from a range of 

Board Developed Courses, Board Endorsed Courses, VET courses (Vocational Education and 

Training) or online courses. 

 
Subjects typically offered include: 

  

Agriculture Legal Studies 

Ancient History Mathematics 

Biology Modern History & Extension History  

Business Studies Music 

Chemistry PDHPE 

Community and Family Studies (CAFS) Physics 

Extension English Primary Industries 

Extension Mathematics Investigating Science 

Food Technology Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation (SLR) 

Industrial Technology (Wood) Visual Arts 

Information Processing and Technology (IPT) Work Studies 
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    Extra-curricular Activities  

 

Students at St Maryôs College are encouraged to be involved in a variety of sporting, academic, 
cultural and community activities.   

 

Representative sport generally follows the School ï Diocese ï Combined Catholic Colleges 
pathway.  There is further information about sport in this handbook. 

 

Academic enrichment activities include:   

¶ Agricultural Field Days 

¶ Livestock Judging 

¶ Dorothea McKellar Poetry Competition 

¶ Science and Engineering Challenge 

¶ Writing Competitions 

¶ Honeywell Engineering Experience  

¶ The Science Experience  

¶ Science - GRASS - Growing Regional and Agriculture Students in Science  

¶ Visits from educational institutions such as CSIRO and universities 

¶ Peer Support  

¶ Pastoral Camps 

¶ Young Driverôs Expo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Zoe McKeon was awarded a UNE GRASS scholarship 
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Cultural pursuits include: 

¶ Model United Nations Assembly 

¶ Public Speaking and Debating 

¶ Musical Performances/Eisteddfod 

¶ Participation in a variety of bands and choirs 

¶ Chess competitions 

¶ Technology Club 

¶ Chinese Club 

 
 

Among the community and miscellaneous activities are: 

 

¶ St Vincent de Paul Conference 

¶ Project Compassion/Catholic Missions 

¶ Voluntary support for Riding for the Disabled  

(Year 9 students) 

¶ Legacy and ANZAC Day Badge selling 

¶ ANZAC Day and  

Remembrance Day Ceremonies 

¶ Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 

¶ University Open Days 

¶ TAFE ñTry-a-Tradeò days 

¶ Year 10 Work Experience 

¶ St Josephôs Parish Liturgical activities  

¶ Warraymalaya Camp 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
































