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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

This week we farewell our Senior Year 12 students as they complete 
their six years of secondary education. It is quite an emotional time for all involved; 
students, teachers and families.  There were several activities organised for the week 
culminating in the Graduation Mass and Prize Giving on Thursday night. The students 
progressed through the week with dignity and respect and the Graduation Mass and 
Prize Giving was a truly joyous occasion that  reflected the beautiful nature of this year’s 
cohort. 
Below is an excerpt form the Principal’s Address which gives some insight into the 
wonderful qualities and virtues of this class: 
 
As I look at you I see tremendous gifts and talents. Great academic achievement. Great sporting 
ability. I see wonderful virtues. I see inspiring leadership… And I also see human weakness. I see 
vulnerability and fragility and even failure. I see all the elements that make up the human 
condition. But what is it that makes you different. This is the class that is True to Itself. You 
have a wonderful capacity to be at ease with yourselves. There is no pretence. You seem to know 
who you are and where you fit. And that is remarkable for ones so young. It is a wonderful 
quality and some adults spend their whole lives trying to work this out. In that regard you show 
a maturity beyond your years. 
 
 
 
 
 

Max Quirk 
Principal  

St Mary’s College 

Gunnedah 

REFLECTION 
God give us the clearness of mind to 
move us forward to the plans and  

purposes that You have for us. 
 

Fills our mind with Your thoughts 
 

Fill our bodies with Your strength 
 

Fill our hearts with Your Dreams 
Year 12 Prayer 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 15 October – first day of Term 4 

 17 October - HSC begins 

 7 November - Year 11 Parent 

Teacher Interviews 

 8 November - HSC Ends 

 16 November - Year12 Formal  

 22 November—Year 7 2019 

Orientation day 

 3 December to 7 December - 

Year 10 Work experience 

 11 December - Year 7-11 

Presentation Day 

 19 December - Last day Term 4  
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CONGRATULATIONS DEAGAN 

Year 12 students went to visit the Gunnedah Fire station, as part of their final 
Senior Science unit on Disasters.  Their final assessment was to create a Fire 
Emergency Plan for their homes. The role of emergency services in protecting life 
and property was an important aspect of this task.  We would like to thank Fire 
Captain David Welch who gave his time to explain the infrastructure and logistics 
of firefighting in Gunnedah 

YEAR 12 SENIOR SCIENCE 

The St Mary's College School 
Advisory Council will hold its 
AGM on 8 November 
2018.  Any interested parents 
that would like to be a part of 
the School Advisory Council 
should email Benita 
via smcaccounts@arm.catholic.e
du.au.   

 

The Advisory Council is an 
important part of the St Mary's 
Community.  It provides advice 
and guidance to the School 
Executive on a wide range of 
issues.  St Mary's is very 
grateful to the current parents 
who give up their time 
willingly to be part of our 
Advisory Council. Please 
contact Benita if you have any 
questions on either 6742 2124 
or the above email address.  

Congratulations to Deagan Marchant on being selected to 
participate in the ASSETS program.  ASSETS is a program 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students who are 
interested in going onto further study and/or careers in 
Science, Technology, Engineering or Maths (STEM).   It 
is a nine day residential summer school in January 2019 
in Newcastle. This is followed by a leadership and support 
program.  We look forward to hearing from Deagan next 
year on what he learnt in the program. 

SCHOOL ADVISORY 
COUNCIL  

mailto:smcaccounts@arm.catholic.edu.au
mailto:smcaccounts@arm.catholic.edu.au


IMPROVEMENTS TO OUR AG PLOT 

St Mary's College have been provided with grant funding from the North West  

Local Lands Services to make improvements to the Ag Plot.  Below are photos of  
students connecting water pipes, with part of the new cattle yards and laying con-
crete. 



 
Over the last few weeks the St Mary’s Chess team has been very busy traveling around the countryside 
playing chess finals. 
The Sydney Academy of Chess semi final was hosted at The Armidale School. St Mary’s came up against 
some tough competition here and our team are to be commended on the way they played. It was a massive 
day of play and travel. Special mention goes to Victorio Sardinha who placed 5th overall. 
St Mary’s also travelled to Tamworth to play Farrer Memorial Agricultural High School in the North West 
Country Schools Final, for second place. Farrer were the stronger team on the day with two very talented/
skilled Year 12 players.  Overall St Mary’s were places 3rd in this competition which is an impressive 
achievement given 18 schools from the North West region took part. 
During Term 4 we will be running an Inner-school Chess Competition. Mr Heap will use the Swiss 
Chess computer program to generate the draw. This will be emailed to students each week and they will have 
1 week to play their game, either during lunch or online. The results of this game are to be emailed to Mrs 
Kennedy by the end of the week so that the new draw can be published. 

WELL DONE TO ALL CHESS PLAYERS WHO CONTINUE TO PRACTICE AND THOSE THAT HAVE 
BEEN SELECTED TO REPRESENTED ST MARY’S COLLEGE THIS YEAR. FINALLY, A BIG THANK 
YOU TO MR HEAP WHO CONTINUES TO VOLUNTEER HIS TIME TO COACH ALL ST MARY’S 
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN PLAYING CHESS AS WELL AS SUPPORTING THE CHESS TEAM 

DURING COMPETITIONS. 

CHESS UPDATE 



  

Year 8 
 
As part of the unit this term on food and eating students were taken to the 
Gunnedah Chinese restaurant to order their meal in Chinese and use 
language around eating out. 
 
Once again, the students benefited from the wonderful support from the 
Chinese local community with the owner of the restaurant coming out to 
take over 60 individual student orders in Chinese.  The students had a great 
time and enjoyed putting into practice what they have learnt in class and of 
course the meals were delicious. 
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CHINESE NEWS 

 



Year 9  Elective Chinese 
Students have been advancing their listening and speaking skills using 
Language lab iPads and the Chinese iPad app and headphones to lis-
ten to a conversation in Chinese and then record their own voices 
onto the iPad repeating the sentence.  The students are then able to 
listen to their our recorded conversation. 
 
Being able to listen to their own voices making Chinese conversation 
is very motivating for the students, this is making significant im-
provement in classroom outcomes.   Mr Harris can then play back 
the recorded conversation after the lesson and provide feedback to 
the students. 
 
Students have also been continuing their work on learning Chinese 
calligraphy, this highly technical but relaxing activity is very popular 
with the students and is helping the students with their strokes and 
accuracy of characters. 
 
Academic Achievement 
8.1      8.2 
Alexander Harris   Charlie Atkins 
Logan Everleigh   Maya Gallagher 
Holly Bennet    Tasmyn Clancy 
 
8.3     Year 9 
Sienna Miller    Tom Snape 
Lucus Jensen    Nicole Castle 
Ellie Brookman   Kirsten Gorry 
 
Most Improved 
8.1 Chenoa McPhee   8.2 Hayley Rankin 
8,3 Jeremy Alexander      Year 9 Sami Gosper 
 

CHINESE NEWS 



YEAR 12 PRESENTATION NIGHT PHOTOS 



SCHOOLS ON STAGE 

St Mary’s College were a part of the Gunnedah Schools on Stage on 5 and 6 September.  Over 50 students from St Mary’s Col-
lege participated in the biannual concert. The College was represented in a variety of items, including the massed choir, com-
bined schools band and  individual performances. 
 
A special mention to Connor Phillips who co-hosted the night with a representative from Gunnedah High School. 
 
The Musical directors, Emma Kersley and Jamie Brown were extremely happy with the standard of performances and look for-
ward to the event in 2020.   Congratulations to all involved in this amazing cultural event. 



SCHOOLS ON STAGE 
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