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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents, Staff, Students and Friends,
Term 4 has started very well. The HSC Exams are well underway with most students
feeling well prepared and pleased with the papers. We continue offering our thoughts
and prayers for them to perform well and receive the results they deserve.

REFLECTION

This term, Year 11 students have begun studying for their HSC Year. All assessments
from now until this time next year count towards their HSC results.
This year a group of St Mary’s teachers have been examining data which measures the
learning growth of students at St Mary’s as they move from Year 9 through to Year 12.
The data shows that the learning gain for St Mary’s boys is less than the girls and less
than boys in some other similar schools. These findings are of concern and staff have
been considering strategies to address this finding. In order to assist some of the boys in
Year’s 10 and 9, this term there will be a trial of running a boys only mentor group.
College staff have analysed data from NAPLAN and school reports as well as teacher
observations to identify boys who are not reaching their potential with their learning
improvement. Boys from Years 9 and 10 were invited to nominate and 38 nominations
were submitted. Staff have selected 20 of those who nominated to participate in the trial.
Five teachers have been selected to work with this trial group and a special program has
been developed that is intended to support these boys improve their learning. In order to
continue in the trial, boys will need to demonstrate that they are serious about improving
their learning during Mentor Group as well as in their regular classes. Boys who fail to
engage adequately with the program will be asked to return to their previous Mentor
Group and position will be offered to another boy who is on the waiting list. If the trial
proves to be successful, it will become part of the St Mary’s Mentor Group program into
2019. If this is the case, boys who missed out in being included in the trial group this
term will be offered a place in a similar group next year.
In the second reading from last Sunday, St Paul teaches us the importance of using the
scriptures to improve our lives:

“All scripture is inspired by God and can profitably be used for teaching, for
refuting error, for guiding people’s lives and teaching them to be holy.”
2 Tm 3:16
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Everyone has their own
idea of good and evil and
must follow the good and
evil as they perceive it.
This in itself is enough to
make the world a better
place.
Pope Francis
UPCOMING EVENTS
 17 October - HSC begins
 7 November - Year 11 Parent
Teacher Interviews
 8 November - HSC Ends
 16 November - Year12 Formal
 22 November - Year 7 2019
Orientation day
 3 December to 7 December Year 10 Work experience
 11 December - Year 7-11
Presentation Day
 19 December - Last day Term 4

TEACHERS
WORKING
HOURS
According to the current

NEW ENGLAND SINGS
On Saturday 20th of October, students from the St Mary’s choir travelled to
Armidale to participate in New England Sings! We arrived at Armidale
Conservatorium and went straight into two singing rehearsals followed by a three

Enterprise Agreement teachers

hour rehearsal with the orchestra. We then went out to dinner at the bowling

are expected to be at work and

club and returned to our accommodation to get some well earned rest ready for

on duty from 8.30 to 3.10 each
school day.
We all know that teachers work
much longer hours than these
either at school or at home.
However, it is up to teachers’
discretion which hours they
work outside of school hours.
It is important for teachers to
strike the right balance between
work and home as well as the
other responsibilities they have
in their daily lives.
For this reason teachers might
not to be able to immediately
reply to emails from students
or parents, either at school or
at home. Parents and students
are asked to allow teachers a
little time to respond to emails.
Generally speaking, emails
would be responded to within
24 hours.

our two concerts the next morning.

On Sunday morning we made our way to Lazenby Hall for a quick rehearsal
followed by our first two hour concert. We had a short break, followed by
another two hour concert. Students performed original compositions by Felix

Rebel from The Cat Empire, conducted by Mark O’Leary, accompanied by the
Armidale Youth Orchestra and the massed choir.
All students thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would recommend it to all

aspiring singers in the future.
Carter Cameron
Year 11

NEW ENGLAND SINGS! PHOTOS

TENNIS SUCCESS
Congratulations to the following St Mary’s students on their recent achievements

on the tennis court.

Cooper Wilkinson, Year 8 was awarded the
NIAS Male Athlete of the Year for 2018.

Cooper is an excellent tennis player. A few of
his accomplishments include:

 Quarter finalist in the Australian Clay
Court 14 and under boys
 Runner up at the Canberra Gold 14s

 Runner Up at the State Championships 14s division

SCHOOL ADVISORY
COUNCIL
The St Mary's College School
Advisory Council will hold its
AGM
2018.

on

8

November

Any interested parents

that would like to be a part of
the School Advisory Council
should

email

Benita

via smcaccounts@arm.catholic.e
du.au.

The Advisory Council is an
important part of the St Mary's

Aaron Osmond, Year 9, Aaron is also an
accomplished tennis player, some of his recent
achievements include:

Tweed Heads AMT and JT - Winner of 14



and under Boys singles and doubles

Bundaberg JT - Winner 14 and under Boys



singles and Doubles

Miami Grass JT - Winner 16 and under



Boys Singles


Community. It provides advice
and guidance to the School
Executive on a wide range of
issues.

St Mary's is very

grateful to the current parents
who

give

up

their

time

willingly to be part of our
Advisory

Council.

Please

Queensland Clay Court Championships –

contact Benita if you have any

Winner of the 14 and under Boys singles

questions on either 6742 2124
or the above email address.
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DIDGERIDOO AND AN ABORIGINAL
DANCE GROUP
A small group of St Mary’s students have been given the opportunity to learn to

play the didgeridoo by Mr James Hogbin. Mr Hogbin is also taking another group
of students who are learning Aboriginal dance.

GUNNEDAH
YOUTH COUNCIL
MAGAZINE
The Gunnedah Youth Council
are producing a magazine. The

James will be at St Mary’s once a week at lunchtime for the remainder of the magazine will be about teen life.
Term.

The GYC are asking students to

Any interested students who would like to join please see Ms Wortley for more submit articles about there life,
information.
this could include poetry, art or
articles.
The GYC are holding a naming
competition for the magazine
together with an art
competition. All submitted
artwork will feature in the
magazine, however first place
will be on the front cover.

The magazine will be distributed
within the Gunnedah
community.
All entries are due by 20
November and can be handed in
at the College office.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
(VET) NEWS
This year has been an interesting and successful one for our VET students.

They have participated in a variety of courses and workplaces. This month
we are highlighting some of our current VET students and next month we
will highlight others, together with details regarding next years TVET
students.
Automotive:

Jake Priestly and Joel Dewsbury are studying at the Gunnedah
Campus on Monday mornings.
Jake Priestly - “I have learnt a fair bit about being a mechanic. It is a good
start to my life after school.”
Dylan Jones has a School Based Apprenticeship in Heavy Vehicle
with Komatsu Gunnedah.

I am currently completing a school based apprenticeship with Komatsu which

includes completing a Certificate III in Automotive at the Tamworth TAFE
campus. I'm really enjoying the experience and I currently go to school 3 days,
TAFE 1 day and work another day. Having two days off school to study at TAFE

and one day in the workplace really helps break up the school week. In June I
completed 3 weeks of training at the Kurri Kurri TAFE campus where I
completed a business course, an electrical course and also a hydraulic course with
the Komatsu training academy which was a great experience for me with so much

learning. I am really looking forward to starting my final year of the course and
begin my full time apprenticeship at the end of 2019.
Isaac Reeves from last year’s Year 12 is almost finished the first year of
his apprenticeship with Komatsu after completing the Automotive course in
2016-2017.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
(VET) NEWS

Early Childhood Education and Care

Bella Gallagher and Brandy Harris are studying at
the Tamworth Campus on Wednesday.

Bella Gallagher - “Currently I am completing my Certificate
III and I am thoroughly enjoying it. At TAFE I learn about
aspects of a childcare work. We learn how to correctly treat
and care for babies and toddlers and about their growth and

development. My favourite TAFE activities are the practicals
when we get to practice the skills we are taught. These skills
include changing nappies, making bottles, setting up play

areas for various age groups and learning how to engage children with stories and
art. In a few weeks time I will be attending work placement where I can actively

put all the things I’ve learnt to use in a childcare centre. I really enjoy my time at
TAFE and can’t wait to achieve my Certificate III.”
Health Service Assistant

Dylan Power, Eleisha Campbell and Shauna Cassidy are studying
online and attending monthly workshops at the Gunnedah Campus. Dylan
also has a School Based Traineeship (SBT) at the Gunnedah Hospital.
Abby Roberts began as a SBT at Mckellar Care and has taken up a full
time traineeship.

Dylan Power - “My chosen TAFE course is a

Certificate III in Health Service Assistant. This
nursing traineeship not only teaches me important

skills for life, it allows me for one day a week to step
away from school and studies and spend a day in
my chosen career. The most enjoyable aspect of
working at a hospital is the Emergency Department,
as every day brings new and exciting challenges.

This is a great way for me to affirm my career
choice, not to mention the great head start in the

right direction getting qualifications to work in the
industry straight out of school.”
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